
1.1 &leaation and Authority 


a) The Department of Public Healthand Environmental amices is the 

Single State Agency designated to administer or supervise the 
. .administrationtion of the Medicaid program under title xix of the 

SocialSecurity Act. (All references in this plan to "the 

Medicaid Agency" means the agency named in this paragraph.) 

Attachment 1.1-A is a certification signed by the State Attorney 

General identify- theSingle S t a t e  Agency and citing the legal 

authority under which it administers or supervises administration 

of the program. 

b) 	 The agency named in paragraph 1.1(a)has responsibility for all 

determinations of eligibility for Medicaid under this plan. 

1.2 organization for Administration 
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b) Within the Single
S t a t e  Agency, the Divisionof Medicaid Services 

has been designated as the medical assistance unit. Attachment 

1.2-B contains a description of the medical assistame unitard 

an organization chart of the unit. 

1.3 Statewide operation 


The plan is in aperation a Statewide basisin accordaxe with all 


requirements under the approved waiver
granted by the secretary The 

plan is State administered. 

The MedicaidAgency utilizes the Medical ReferralCommittee to advise 

on matters pertaining to health and medical care services in the 

CnMI The Camittee authorizes approval. for off-islandcare when 

required services are not available on-island. 

It is the policy of the CnMI Government, that when the medical 

facilities in the commonwealth H e a l t h  System are not ableto provide 

adequate diagnostic evaluation or care of a patient's illness, the 

government is obligated to seek services outside thesystem for that 

patient. 
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All off-island referrals, except emergencies, mustbe authorized by 

the Medical Referral committee TheMedical referralcommittee is 

established pursuantto By-Laws of the organized Medical Staff atthe 

commonwealth Health Center. Ihe Medical Referral committeewas 

established to safeguard indiscriminate refends of patients to 

thedeal facilities outside commonwealth health care system. 

?he committee is composed of licensed physicians who review and 

evaluate the condition of referral candidates to decide whether the 

patient can be adequately treated within thecommonwealth health care 

If the determination is made
that the commonwealth health 

care system is inadequate, the Medical -fend, committee then 

recommends that the patient be referred to the closest medicdl 

facility that can provide the
needed treatment or services 
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